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Yet at this time the Maritime Provinces formed the most The Ma
important part of Canada.   They were more accessible to £S.Pr°
English emigrants, their trade was more lucrative, they were
reinforced by the immigration of 35,000 Loyalists and by
successive settlements of Scotch Highlanders. They possessed
a prosperous fishing community, a flourishing shipbuilding
industry, a highly organised lumbering trade and an in-
creasing business with the West Indies.
In Nova Scotia the lumbering trade flourished. By 1817
its population numbered 81,351 and exceeded that of Upper
Canada.1 The war with France brought importance and
English money to Halifax, which was used as the chief naval
station on the North American coast; it also increased trade
with the West Indies in lumber and provisions, owing to the
legal prohibition which still remained against the direct
trade of the Islands with the United States. Political
power there as in Canada was in the hands of a very limited
number, yet so efficient and public-spirited were its rulers
that there was as yet little opposition.
The Loyalist colonists of New Brunswick quickly turned
their attention to the lumber trade and made it flourish,
though forest fires were a frequent source of trouble. There
was little political opposition, though the Assembly rarely
ceased from its clamour against the privileges of the Church
of England. The demand for responsible Government in the
colony did not arise until later,
To the North of the Canadian Provinces lay the territory the te
of the Hudson Bay Company*   There had never been any Hudsolt
serious attempt at settlement in this inhospitable region: Bay Co*
the Company was interested solely in trade,   " Factories "
were established at Nelson, Churchill and elsewhere on the
Bay, and thither the Indians went with their furs.   During
the eighteenth century the Company was distracted by
an attempt of interlopers to invade its trading monopoly;
these eventually formed themselves into the North-West
Fur-Trading Company, with its headquarters at Montreal*
Their opposition lasted until the union of the two Companies
in 1821.
1 Ibid., p. 169«.	,

